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of Auguſt 1744, without the Weſt Gate, 
| Newcaſtle upon Tyne, &c. e 


Riends and Fellow- Creatures, from everx 
unfortunate Man in my unhappy Situa- 
tion, the World commonly expects (tho I 
am afraid more out of Curioſity than for 
Edification) ſomething to ſatisfy Mankind after 
| their unhappy Exit, concerning their paſt Life, 
the Crime or Crimes for which they are ae- 
1! cuſed, and are to ſuffer, and to ſatisfy them as 
to their former and dying Principtes, and what 
Hopes they may entertain of Futurity, Go. 


As to the firſt of theſe, From my Infancy to 

the unlucky Hour I met with John Dodds alias 
Seils at my Lodgings at the Nag's Head, in 
Ga teſbead, | lived reputably in the World; I had 
| 5 Aa. +. Indeed 
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indeed once ſeen that baſe Man, about eight or 
nine Years ago at Kelſo, where he paſt for an 
Engraver, at which Time I kept the Poſt-Office 
in Kelſo; I had the Curioſity to drink with him, 
hearing he was a very ingenious Man, but no 
ſconer heard him diſcourſe, than I deſpiſed his 
| Company : But, alas! to my great Misfortune 
at laſt, I have been inveigled by him to my Ruin. 
And to give his Character in few Words, he is 
a very ignorant Fellow, only pretends to know | 
| + ſomething of the compounding of Metals, which | 
any body of common Senſe may as well as he 
in fix Hours Time; but as to the working Part 
he is a meer Bungler, only draws in the igno- 
| rant and unwary, to drain their Money from 
them, and ruin them at laſt. Having been fre- 
quently in Jails, he knows all the Tricks and 
little mean Artifices to cheat and circumveen 
his Fellow Priſoners, eſpecially thoſe who never 
were in theſe unhappy Circumſtances: He is 
barbarous in his Nature, and gel in his Way 
of Life; and he has falſely ſwon away my 
K Life, and the Life of another Man: What he 
_ ſwore againſt Mr. Leathead, was likewiſe falſe, 
and againſt Mr. Sym. 76 yy” 


as 


F 
k 


I indeed was Witneſs to his attempting at 
> Benwe#/ to make about eighteen Copper Shil= || 
lings, but they could never be ſaid to be finiſhed | 
llikewiſe I ſaw him make three Guineas, and 

* fix Thirty-ſix Shilling Pieces, and that was all 
that I ever was Witneſs to in the whole Courſe of 
my Life, tho that notorious Offender Dae: 

3 31 5 _ 1wore. 


{wore moſt falſely to a great many Guineas be- 


ing made in my Preſence: But, as I am now up- 
[| on the Verge of Eternity, I have related the 
| Truth, as above, of all the Coining I was ever 


eoncerned in in my Life, and for which I am to 
; ſuff r. There was indeed an Intention at New- 
caſile, but never any thing perfected. 


As to my other former Offences, I need onl 
| ſay | have too frequently tranſgreſſed the Law 
| of a good, gracious and beneficent Being, and 
| for which | am heartily ſorry. I can blame no 
body for my Follies, as it was in my Power to 
have refiſted either bad Advice or bad Exam- 
- | ple; but being naturally of a credulous and 
74 eaſy Diſpoſition, and by Reaſon no doubt of 
the original Corruption of my Nature, liſten d 
to Principles that ſooth'd my Vanity, and lull- 
ed me as it were to Eaſe and Security, while! 
was offending againſt a juſt and holy God: But 
ſave when I was warm with Liquor, I had fe- 
_ vere Reproofs in my own Breaſt, nor could coo- 
ly perſuade myſelf of theſe Things | was too 
willing to believe. No doubt the Providence of 
God has thought proper to infli& this ſevere 
Puniſhment upon me in this World, and I hope 
Ao correct me ſo as to bring me tochimſeltf. 


Fe 


I don't know but it may be of Service td 

Mankind to warn them to beware of Jails, and 
what dreadful Dangers attend them, which af- 
ter my Commitment proved my Ruin: On my 
jrſt being apprehended, I made a free and vo- 
IE luntary 


— 
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| luntary Confeſſion of all I knew of the Mat- 


ter, or at leaſt could remember at that Time, 
which was on Monday the 29th of October 1743; 
only negle&ed one Man and two Women, who 
were in Part privy to it; but in twenty-four 
Hours after, upon recollecting myſelf, I like 


wiſe fairly diſcorer J. 


VPlie Mayor of 'Newcafte, whois a very hu- 


maße Gentleman, upon my being -order'd to 


Priſon, deſired the Jailer of Nemgate to uſe 
me well as poſſible; I was admitted by him the 
King's Evidence, and ſaid, I hoped he would 
put me up- ſtairs with the Debtors: However, 
theſailer( who no doubt knows hisDuty very well 


but to my unſpeakable Misfortune) confined me 
along with one David Venters, who was in Pri- 


ſon for Horſe-ſtealing. I had been in Priſon 
but a very few Days, before Jentere ſuggeſted to 
me that he heard from one Surtees, a Priſoner 
at large in Newgate for Debt, that I was in 


greater Hazard than any body, and being put 
in Irons confirmed me in what he ſaid; tho” I 


underſtand ſince, my ihforming againſt the two 


Women (tho' all: I: faid was Truth) made me 


he ſo ii} ſed. In the mean time Fenters, who 


Fund himſelf; in Hazard, as likewiſe J appre- 
hended of myſelf, both of us began to ſpeak of 


breaking Priſon , we mutually agreed to it, and 
his Wife was {poke to by him to fetch a Coulter 
from a Piough to work our Way through the 
Wall: She conſented. to it, and went to the 


3 . n he 8 _ ä . 


Country for that Purpoſe, but returned without 


performing her Promiſe. 


A little after her Return, a poor harmleſs 
Man, by Name Alexander Kerr, called out ot 
Kindneſs to fee me, when Venters and I {poke 
to him to have a Crow-Iron made, which Ven- 
ters ſhewed him a Model off in Wood that he 
made with his Knife. The poor-fimple Man 


(not apprehending the Danger) conſented to get 


it done. As ſoon as he was gone, Venters ac- 
quainted the Turnkey of Newgate. our: Deſign, 
who bid him puſh me on, and ſhould have a Caſt: 


This was a Fortnight before the Piece of Iron was 


brought in, and the poor innocent Man's Name 
was wrote down by the Turnkey, and the Name 
of his Brother-in-Law, 7obn Windram, who ne- 
ver had any Hand in the Affair, ſave only co- 
ming along with his Brother · in- Lau, and ſtand- 
ing at a great Diſtanee while his Brother put in 
the Piece of Iron. Venterss Wife was allowed 
to come into Jail that Night, tho? never before; 
Reay, the Turnkey, by ts her, that ſhe. 
might be Evidence againſt me, and thoſe poor 
unhappy Men. However, whatever ſhe ſaid a- 
gainſt us was falſe, ſne being drunk: and. aſleep; 
in Bed when the Iron, was put in: The poor; 


Men were detained at theWindow ſome Time, till. 


the Signal was ſent. by Venters to Reay, as he. 
and Ve enters. had agreed, and th e poor u nl ucky: 
Me: were taken up, and for which, they, are, 
bota to be tranſported. Aerr knew not the 

N14 124g 55 . Danger, 


; Danger, and Windram was quite innocent of the 
V 


Then was J thruſt into the Dungeon, where 
Dodds and another Man that I had informed 
againſt were confined, which was certainly 
| one of the crueleſt Actions could be done me: 

Then Dodds and the other Man, with ſeeming 
good Nature, told me I muſt deny all; and in- 
fſinuated to me, that my Intention to break Pri- 
ſon had broke my Evidence, which I did really 
believe: They ſtill inſiſted upon my denying all; 
did not know what to do, telling them I could 
not deviate from my Oath ; but being two to 
bone, fell upon me with Violence. I called for 
HFelp to the Centry, and he acquainted the 
'$j]] Turnkey, who immediately came to the Dun- 

geon: I complained of my ill Uſage, and to 
make me Amends,» he chained me faſt to the 

Wall Day and Night; then were they left looſe 
upon me, then was J in their Power to uſe me as 
they pleaſed; and Dodds ſwore, if I would not 
writea Letter denying all to the Mayor, I ſhould 
be murdered in the Dungeon. I wrotea Thing 
in Verſe firſt, hoping to put him off with that, 
but would not put my Name to it; but he find- 

ig that would not do, extorted a Letter from 

me directed to the Mayor, denying all, but pro- 
miſed not to ſhew it xill the Trial, in caſe I of- 
fered to confeſs; however, that very Night he 
gave it to the Turnkey, defiring him to ſend it 
to the Mayor; and next Morning I took an Op- 
portunity to ſpeak to the Turnkey, begging hir 4 


of JAMES MABEN, G. 9g 
if the Letter was not gone to detain it, for it was 
ex:orted from me, and might do me a great deal 
of Hurt; but he anſwer'd me in a ſurly Manner, 
faying, he did not doubt but the Mayor had 
got it already, tho' he had not, for it lay in 
Mc. Dawſon's Houſe for a Week after. 


Dodds ſent for the Mayor, and asking him if 
he had een that Letter I had wrote him, he an- 
ſwer'd, No: It was found after Enq.iry in Mr. 
Dawſon's Houſe ; then was Dodds admitted Evi- 
dence. | l , 


I thought proper to let the World know this, 

that they might judge of my ill Uſage, and be- 
ing impoſed upon in Jail : I have emitted a great 
deal of Things befides of the moſt Earbarous 
Kind that befel me in Newgate; and I heartily - 
with all Mankind may take care for the future, 
not to run the Hazard of ever being committed 
to Priſon, and, if it is their Misfortune, to be- 
ware of Jailers, Turnkeys, and Jail-birds, for 
after I was committed, theſe were undoubtedly _ 
my Ruin. ts 


Concerning Dodds's Character, and the Affaire 
of the Jail, they may appear infipid to rhe - 
World; yet I thought them abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry, that no Man for the future ſplit upon the 
fame Rock. e e wo 


The laſt Thing I preſume to ſatisfy. the World 
of, is concerning my Principles, and genuine 
8 = if Sentiments 


all Mankind, made dreadful Aſſaults MO 
Je 


elſe. 
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Sentiments of Affairs of far greater Concern and 
Conſequence, and which I intend as a Confeſ- 
fion of my Dying Faith, to convince the World 
that their Notions of my Belief have been only 
ignorant and ill-natur'd Aſperſions. I have not 
been indeed without my Doubts and Scruples 
ſince my Confinement, and more eſpecially ſince 
my ſevere and fatal Sentence. No doubt the 
grand Enemy of my Soul, and of the Souls of 


Extremity, which almoſt drove me to Deſpair, 
or at leaſt to a ſad Deſpondency ; and being na- 
turally of a melancholy Conſtitution, I was ſad- 
ly bewilder'd.and beclouded, and ſpoke Words 


to ſome of the worthy and reverend Gentlemen 


who called to ſce me, as gave Occaſion for the 


Vulgir to run away with uncharitable Reports 
of me, tho' what 1 ſaid or diſputed with them 


about was more for Information than any thing 


1 


I do ſincerely from the Bottom of my Soul 


believe, that there is one infinitely great Being, 


poſſeſs d of all poflible great Perfections in him- 
ſelf; and l do believe, that that infinitely great 
God. was, is, and ſhall be eternally happy in 


himſelf; but was pleaſed, in his infinite Con- 
deſcenſion, to create not only this Globe, which 
is only like a Drop in the Bucket in Compariſon 


do infinite and inumerable Syſtems beſide, but in 


his own good Pleaſure made Man and Woman, 
and placed them in the moſt commodious and 
pleaſant Spot of this lower World. 1 dal 


T. = g * a ” & as 5 
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that the Almighty gave them Power to reſiſt all 
Temptations, but if they yielded to the Tempter, 
they would entail Miſery upon theinſe: ves and 
all Mankind: And for a Trial of their Fidelity, 

I believe, that the Moſt High forbid them the 
Uſe only of one Fruit in the Garden whercin 
they were placed; but they giving Way to the 
Infinuations of Satan, the Woman yielded to the 
Temptation, enticed, tempted, and overcame her 


Husband, and they mutually taſted the Fruit 


and broke the Command, which produced fatal 
Effects, viz. Death ſpiritual and temporal : After 
the Breach of that divine Law, temporal Death 


| Was not to be avoided. 


But J ſincerely believe, that a Remedy was 


provided fora Recovery from the ſ piritual Death, 
which was a Saviour promiſed for the Redemp- 
tlon of the Soul, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


who was immediately promiſed upon the Back 
of the firſt Tranſgreſſion, and who in Fulncſs 


: of Time appeared. 


1 as believe, that th fas Teſus Chriſt i is the 
i of the Eternal God: ; that he wis miraculeut- 
14 conceiv'd by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt in 
Womb of the Virgin Mary; that 10 preached, 
during his Stay upon Earth, the Doctrine of Sal- 
vation thro' Faith in his own Blood to all who 
to the End of che World ould be lieve in him. 


1 ien that the ſame Teſus Chriſt, our 


t Lord and Saviour, voluntarily laid down his 


| ts D 2 - Life 
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Life to redeem Mankind from the Corſe pro- 
nounced againſt Adam and his Seed; and that 
all who ſincerely believe and depend upon him 
for Salvation ſhall obtain everlaſting Life. 

1 believe, that the ſame Jeſus Chriſt Was 
condemned, and ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, . 
was buried, and deſcended into the lower- 
moſt Part of the Earth, and in three Days by 
his infinite Power roſe again, and aſcended to 
the Right Hand of God his Father; and that he 
will appear to judge the World at "Laſt in great 
Glory; and that all Mankind ſhall appear be- 
fore him at the general, Reſurrection, to receive 
their final Sentence: All which 1 1 be- 
lieve. 


898 OE 


1 bell jeve in the Th "rd Poſhn of the bleſſed ny: 1 
s Trinity, the Holy Ghoſt, who illumi- 
nates our dark Undefſtandings, and points out 
more clearly to us the Way to everlaſting Life: 
And | beljeve God has a particular Church on 
Earth, who worſhips him ſincerely above all o- 
thers; tho' I haveCharity for the whole human 
Rice, hoping and believing that God manifeſts. 
himfeif to all the Ends of the Earth in ſuch a 
M inner, that they are all left inexcuſable if 
they forget their Creator. 


And I do believe a future State of Rewards 
VE) Puniſhments for the e 2nd the Pro- 
fane. pos A's | 


However, 
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Moyuier, it is my humble Fe that 
even the Wicked ſhall not ſuffer eternally, tho\.- 
there is not the leaft Doubt with me of their 
being puniſh'd ſhorter or longer, according to 
the Decds done in the Body; Hu who can dwell 
with everlaſting Burnings 2 

I do take the Word Everlafing, as it is com- 
monly uſed in Scripture, for a certain Period of. 
Time; and really to exiſt under the Wrath of 
God only for a few Months, Weeks or Days; 
nay, even Moments, muſt be intolerable: And i 
preſume no ſooner the immortal Soul, (which 
muſt a& and refle& with intinite more Freedom 
when out of the Body) caſt of the loathſome 
Burden of Fleſh and Blood, but it will then re- 
view its former Follies with more Clearneſss 
and Freedom; exert all its Faculties, and re- 
pent for the Deeds done in the Body : Bur ta, 
enter into-the Joy of our Lord as ſoon as out of 
the Body, muſt be of all Joys the moſt complete, 
and the moſt to be deſired. Therefore all Man- 


kind ſhould watch and pray that thay enter not 
into F e Ie 


I do fiemly we fincerely believe the Old. and 
New Leſtament to be given by the Inſpiration of 
God, fit for n ion, Dottri ine, and for Reproofe ; 


As for 'the New W where the Vail. 
of Ceremonies are re noved, I do believe no Sy- 
ſtem \ was ever yet contrived io come v p to it for 


Faith 
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Faith and Manners: There, by the Example of 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Ap oftles, we are taught 
every thing requifite to our Peace and Comfort 
here; a future State proved, and Rewards and 
Rents after, 

Our bleſſed Saviour not only Peched that 
excellent Doctrine, but proved hn Miſſion di- 
vine, by Miracles approved of by Heaven: And 
as he had both the Favour of God, and was 
aſſiſted by him through the whole Courſe of 
bis Miniſtry, who can doubt of his Divinity ? 
Sure none but thoſe that are ee blind. 


I e in Peace with all Men, forgiving thoſe 
thar have injured me, and proſecuted me even 
unto Death; begging Forgiveneſs from thoſe 
who in my Life-time may have wronged. 1 
part with all the World without ReluQancy, 
only my dear Wife, my virtuous and og 
Wife, whoſe Advice had 1 always followed, 
could not have been in. the Power of Devils or 
Men to have ſeduced or hurt me; but with 

Patience I beg the Aſſiſtance of Heaven to ſub- 
mit to Divine Providence. n | 


And ofrer the Example of a good apd great 
| Man, and in his Words, I rcfign my Soul to its 
Creator, with all humble Hopes of its future 


Happineſs, as in the Hands of a Beins infinite 
* _ EATETE” + i 


1 75 Fave, 
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Vos 


n Farewel, vain World, and ev'r Thing therein; 
. © AW, old of Woes, of vain Delighrs and Sin 
N Welcome à Place of Pleaſure and Delight ! 
] To Souls repenti 7 and of Heart convite : 
My Spirit, Lord! I give 455 thy Hand, 
: Adieu this Globe, welcome Emanuel” Land! #1 
: If any other Thing bs printed 1n my Name, 
| I 40 declare it ſpurious and none 'of mine, , as 
: witneſs my Hand. | 
: JAMES MABEN. 
8 An Account of James Maben's going 
2 from Priſon to the Place of Execu- 
, tion, alſo his Behaviour there, with 
K his Laſt Words. 1 3 
4 TAMES MABEN: PO gen" 
dreſs'd all in White, to the Place of Execu- 
xl tion, attended by the Reverend Mr. Gordon, who 
Was indefatigable i in diſcharging his Duty, At 
the Gallows Foot he call'd to the Sheriff for a 
I Glaſs of Wine, which was immediately order'd 
* him. Mr. Gordon prayed a conſiderable Tine, 
3 and ſung a Pſalth ; then he took Leave of ſeveral - 
* of his Acquaintances about him, and aſcended 
: the Ladder to a Sort of a Scaffold erected in a 
1. Cart, there read ſome Time, with an audible. 
q 5 : 


| | Town, and ſpeedily will be publiſhed. 


Voice, on Drelincourt's Conſolations againſt the 
Fears of Death,; and after a ſmall Pauſe, faid, 
Farewel World! then gave the Signal for the 
Executioner to do his Office. * 


It was his conſtant Prayer after Sentence, that 
God would enable him to bear it with a Manly 
and Chriſtian Courage; and he embraced Death 
chearfully, without expreſſing the leaſt Horror 
or Deſpondency in his Gate or Countenance, 
but with a ſeeming Compoſure and Refignation 
of Mind. Thus ended the melancholy Scene, 
which cauſed Compaſſion from all, and Tears 
from many of the Spectators. His courteous 
Behaviour gained much upon the Affections of 
the Populace, which tis hoped will influence 
the Practice of Virtue and Religion amongſt all 
who ſaw him. e e 


1 > * 
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N. B. The other Genuine Pieces of James 
. Maben are now in the Hands of a Perſon in this 


2 

I 
1 
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